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Tūpuna Pono  
Being Good  
Ancestors

Guided by the Te Tauihu Intergenerational Strategy, Nelson Tasman 
embraces innovation and sustainability, presenting abundant 
investment opportunities that support our region’s wellbeing  
and prosperity.

Nelson Tasman is located in Te Tauihu, the Top of the South.  
It comprises the two Unitary Authorities of Nelson and Tasman  
and encompasses the multiple rohe of the eight iwi of Te Tauihu:  
Ngāti Tama ki Te Tauihu, Te Ātiawa o Te Waka-a-Māui, Ngāti Rārua, 
Ngāti Koata, Ngāti Toarangatira, Ngāti Kuia, Ngāti Apa ki te Rā Tō,  
and Rangitāne o Wairau.

Nelson Regional Development Agency + Moananui: Regional Investment Prospectus 2023/24 1



Foreword................................................................................................ 1

The epicentre of New Zealand’s blue economy............................ 3

Nelson Tasman at a glance............................................................... 5

A hotspot for innovation and natural beauty................................7

Why choose Nelson Tasman............................................................. 8

Living and thriving in Nelson Tasman............................................. 9

World-class assets and cutting-edge facilities............................11

Charting an exciting future..............................................................13

Nelson Tasman business support and collaboration.................14

In good company............................................................................... 15

Contents

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this document is based off available information at the time of 
writing. All facts and figures are indicative only and should be acknowledged as such. While the Nelson Regional 
Development Agency and Moananui have acted in good faith and exercised reasonable care in preparing this 
document it does not warrant to represent that is it accurate or complete. The NRDA, Moananui, or staff,  
accept no responsibility for any loss occasioned to any person acting or refraining from acting in reliance  
upon any material contained in this document. 
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The epicenter of  
New Zealand’s blue economy
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A location that  
is hard to beat 
Nestled within the heart of New Zealand’s maritime 
domain, our region serves as an epicenter for the blue 
economy. At its core is Port Nelson, the largest fishing 
port in Australasia, a nexus for a diverse array of blue 
economy activities that link our region to the farthest 
corners of the globe. With nearly 400 enterprises in  
this dynamic sector, we are undoubtedly a hub for 
ocean-based development.

Facilitating our global reach is the Nelson Airport,  
a vital gateway that orchestrates an impressive 300 
weekly flights. This extensive network not only caters 
to the needs of our residents and businesses but also 
beckons tourists from around the world to partake in 
our region’s wonders.

It takes just a mere ten-minute drive from the centre  
of Nelson city to reach the airport. Equally enticing  
is the fact that, within a leisurely 60 to 90-minute 
drive, you can find yourself immersed in one of  
our region’s three enchanting National Parks or 
exploring over 300 world-class mountain biking trails. 
In essence, our location offers the best of both worlds  
- unparalleled connectivity when desired, and idyllic 
seclusion when craved.

The centre of New Zealand,  
connected to the world.
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NELSON TASMAN AT A GLANCE1

1 Nelson Tasman Economic Profile, Infometrics, sources April 2023 or Nelson Tasman blue economy Sector Profile 2023

113,200 POPULATION GROWTH
Over the last 10 years

1.6%

2.9%GDP GDP
GROWTH$6.159bn Over last 10 years

AVERAGE OVER  
LAST 10 YEARS

POPULATION

Business count

ECONOMY

THE

BLUE

PRODUCTIVITY  
GROWTH 1.1%p.a

393 Share of the GDP

Employment
5%
6%3,688 Share of regional  

employment
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SECTORS WITH HIGH REGIONAL COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE IN NELSON TASMAN

2581 National  
PARKS

SUNSHINE HOURS

Consistently some of the highest in the country! OVER 300 MOUNTAIN BIKING TRAILS
3

1,500
OVER

& ARTS EVENTS  
PER ANNUM SPORTS CULTURAL 

BLUE ECONOMY FORESTRY HORTICULTURE 
FOOD & BEVERAGE

SCIENCE & 
TECHNOLOGY

VISITOR  
DESTINATION
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Nelson Tasman has long been a coveted 
destination, celebrated for its exceptional 
environment, central position, sun-kissed 
climate, and ideal growing conditions. Within 
our boundaries lies a microcosm of the entire 
nation, effortlessly bringing together the 
very essence of what makes New Zealand 
extraordinary, all easily accessible in one place.

Our history is a rich tapestry, woven through the 
migrations of Tangata Whenua and European settlers, 
evolving into a vibrant multicultural community that 
now proudly calls Nelson Tasman home.

The land and sea profoundly influence our way of life, 
shaping our regional economy. Our awe-inspiring natural 
landscapes draw visitors from across the globe, our 
fertile lands yield the most exceptional produce, and the 
embracing oceans that surround us position us as the 
natural epicenter of New Zealand’s blue economy.

Our global connectivity is undeniable. From this  
central hub, we export our seafood, innovative 
products, and expertise to the farthest reaches of 
the planet. Anchored by our claim as New Zealand’s 
geographical heart, our region one of the nation’s 
busiest regional airports and is home to the largest 
fishing port in Australasia.

The kiwi spirit of innovation and pioneering excellence 
thrives here. Our region is a breeding ground for high 
achievers and visionary enterprises, attracting both 
native talent and those who seek the unique lifestyle we 
offer. As a place where creativity and innovation flourish, 
Nelson Tasman provides the space to explore, create, 
and push the boundaries of what’s possible.

Our blue economy encompasses a diverse array of 
industries, spanning from deep-sea fishing and coastal 
aquaculture to cutting-edge seafood processing, 
engineering, pharmaceuticals and more. The sector is 
partnering with world-leading academic institutions and 
pioneering scientific research and development. From 
here in the South Pacific, we are propelling new industry 
segments, innovative products, and ground-breaking 
technologies on the global stage. 

A hotspot for innovation  
and natural beauty
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Nelson Tasman is recognised for its solid 
economic foundation, built on well-established 
sectors that have contributed to our prosperity 
for generations. These enduring competitive 
advantages underpin our ongoing success.

BLUE ECONOMY EXCELLENCE
Te Tauihu, the Top of the South, is the source for 70%  
of New Zealand’s aquaculture, with major industry 
players like Talleys and Sealord operating out of Port 
Nelson. We are home to nearly 400 ocean related 
enterprises, reflected in the growing strength of our 
blue economy cluster - Moananui. Our region proudly 
houses world-leading institutions such as the Cawthron 
Institute and Plant and Food Research, dedicated to 
pioneering advancements in the blue economy.

FOOD, BEVERAGE, AND WELLNESS PRODUCTS
Nelson Tasman offers fertile ground for primary 
produce, but it’s also an increasingly fertile ground 
for innovators who are revolutionizing our industries 
through science, innovation, and astute marketing.  
Our blue economy enterprises are at the forefront  
of creating pioneering products, ranging from mouth 
-watering microalgae to fish skin beauty products.

CUTTING-EDGE RESEARCH
With state-of-the-art blue economy facilities and 
capabilities, Nelson Tasman is a global leader in 
scientific research. Our region boasts the highest 
concentration of scientists per capita of any New 
Zealand city. Notable institutions like the Cawthron 
Institute, Plant & Food Aquaculture Centre, and 
Cawthron Aquaculture Park drive innovation, while 
advanced manufacturing from the likes of Snap 
Group and Kernohan Engineering contribute to our 
technological excellence. Sitting alongside this is  
R&D capability from national organisations like NIWA.  
The blue economy sector holds immense potential for 
further growth in research, development, innovation, 
and technology deployment, enhancing productivity 
across the region. 

THRIVING VISITOR SECTOR
Nelson Tasman ranks among New Zealand’s a growing 
tourism regions, with a long-standing tradition of 
attracting both international and domestic travellers. 
Our natural environment lies at the heart of our vibrant 
visitor economy, offering unique experiences that 
connect visitors to the ocean through our picturesque 
landscapes and tourism offerings.

Why choose  
Nelson Tasman

Choose Nelson Tasman  
for a future where innovation,  
economic prosperity, and  
natural beauty converge to  
create limitless opportunities.
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NATIONAL AND GLOBAL 
CONNECTIONS
Nelson Airport has growth 
projections extending into 2035, 
cementing its status as New 
Zealand’s busiest provincial 
airport. Port Nelson stands as the 
maritime gateway and vital centre 
for our region’s economic activity 
and growth. The Port offers a 
comprehensive suite of services, 
including marine operations, cargo 
handling, warehousing, logistics, 
slipway services, and an extensive 
property portfolio.

TRANSPORTATION
Embracing active transportation 
like nowhere else, our region has 
invested significantly in cycling 
paths, parks, and shelters, 
complemented by our dependable 
weather. Public transport and 
strategic traffic network upgrades 
are reflecting our burgeoning 
population’s demands.

AWARD-WINNING WEATHER 
Nelson Tasman proudly enjoys 
chart-topping sunshine hours 
and mild winters that weave the 
very fabric of our lifestyle. Here, 
you can confidently plan Saturday 
barbecues and outdoor adventures 
year-round.

Living and thriving in Nelson Tasman
What once attracted visitors for holidays is now beckoning 
individuals seeking a life immersed in all that they adore.
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Nelson Tasman invites you to embrace  
a life where the extraordinary is an 
everyday occurrence, and opportunities 
abound in every direction.

EMBRACE THE GREAT 
OUTDOORS
Our breath-taking natural 
landscapes captivate visitors from 
across the globe. Nestled between 
Golden and Tasman Bay, our region 
benefits from around 350 mountain 
bike trails, 250 hiking paths, and 
access to three National Parks  
- Kahurangi, Nelson Lakes, and Abel 
Tasman - where lakes, mountains, 
and pristine beaches beckon. It’s 
a sprawling natural wonderland, 
impossible to resist. People of all 
ages and fitness levels can savour 
the outdoors, exemplified by 
Tasman’s Great Taste Cycle Trail.

HEALTHCARE EXCELLENCE
Our residents benefit from 
comprehensive healthcare services. 
The government’s commitment to  
a $1 billion redevelopment of Nelson 
Hospital, scheduled for completion 
by 2030, ensures a fit-for-purpose, 
future-proof healthcare facility.

HOUSING FOR ALL
As our population grows, we’re 
actively creating space for more 
residences and businesses. 
Developments are underway to 
encourage more central city living. 
There are housing options catering 
to every budget. From central 
city rentals to hilltop hideaways, 
from contemporary suburban 
subdivisions to exciting new 
apartment complexes, the  
region offers a myriad of choices.

EXCELLENT EDUCATION
The region boasts excellent schools 
that deliver quality education. 
With over 80 early childhood 
education options and numerous 
primary and secondary schools, 
we prioritize nurturing young 
minds. The Nelson Marlborough 
Institute of Technology/Te Pūkenga 
offers aquaculture programs 
at Certificate, Bachelor, and 
Postgraduate levels, designed in 
close collaboration with industry  
for seamless workforce integration. 
The International Maritime Institute 
of New Zealand offers a wide range 
of maritime licenses and short 
courses aligned with global  
seafarer standards.

DIVERSITY ABOUNDS
Our diverse population of 
approximately 113,000 individuals 
blend urban offerings with a strong 
sense of community. Embracing  
a rich tapestry of cultures, with  
one in five residents hailing from 
overseas and 48 different cultural 
groups residing here, diversity 
thrives. The region buzzes with 
over 1,500 sports, arts, and cultural 
events annually, ensuring there’s 
something for everyone. The 
fortunes of our blue economy are 
intertwined with the well-being  
of our coastal communities, where 
marine-related industries serve  
as major employers and supporters  
of community initiatives.
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World-class assets and  
cutting-edge facilities

SEAFOOD RESEARCH UNIT  
PLANT & FOOD RESEARCH
Plant & Food Research is one of 
Aotearoa New Zealand’s Crown 
Research Institutes and provides 
research and development 
that adds value to Aotearoa’s 
horticulture and seafood industries. 
The Nelson Research Centre, one 
of Plant & Food Research’s 14 sites, 
was opened in conjunction with 
Port Nelson in 2017 and houses 
50 staff focused on seafood 
research, along with laboratories, 
workshops, offices, an extensive 
live finfish facility and the most 
recent investment, a 15m flume 
tank for prototype testing. Close to 
the Research Centre, Plant & Food 
Research also has a pilot plant, 
where scientists are developing new 
commercially scalable processes  
for extraction of marine molecules. 

The Seafood Technologies portfolio 
covers a wide range of research 
and technology development 
relating to the use of Aotearoa’s 
precious seafood resources. This 
passionate group of researchers 
works on everything from capture 
and production technologies and 
targeted breeding of fish species, 
through to optimising the use of 
marine biomass and ensuring  
food safety.

CAWTHRON INSTITUTE
The ocean is our lifeblood – our 
challenge is to enable the utilisation 
of its valuable resources to improve 
livelihoods while ensuring the health 
of this important ecosystem. 

Cawthron Institute’s core research 
capabilities span aquaculture, 
aquatic animal health and 
biosecurity, algae research, food 
safety, data science, blue tech and 
environmental monitoring to enable 
a thriving blue economy. 

In addition to Cawthron’s work with 
industry partners and communities 
to identify economic opportunities, 
environmental impacts and societal 
advances, our researchers at our 
world-class facilities, including 
Cawthron Aquaculture Park and 
our PC2 Level Aquatic Research 
Laboratory, deliver insights into: 

Our scientific expertise and regional priorities ensure our  
blue economy facilities can stand shoulder-to-shoulder with  
the world’s best. Hear from some of our leading organisations:

•	 �Aquaculture research into 
the physiology and biology of 
important species like salmon, 
shellfish and seaweed, the 
optimisation of breeding, 
hatchery and farming practices 
and the development of new 
technologies. 

•	 �Seafood safety research that 
maintains access to global 
export markets and keeps 
consumers safe. 

•	 �Aquatic Animal Health and 
biosecurity research into 
invasive species and pathogens. 

•	 �Remote environmental 
monitoring solutions that 
provide real-time data 
on changes in the marine 
environment. 

•	 �Data science and modelling 
capability that enhances  
our understanding of 
oceanographic conditions.
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NMIT TE PŪKENGA
At NMIT |Te Pūkenga, we are at  
the heart of sustainable aquaculture 
and marine conservation. The 
Nelson region is a hub of innovative 
research and production and our 
ākonga (students) get to be at the 
centre of it all. 

Taught by experts in their 
respective fields, learners can 
breed, raise, and harvest fish and 
shellfish, study seaweed in our 
new purpose-built algae lab at the 
Cawthron Institute, receive real-
world experience with an average of 
one field trip per week and even go 
global with their research projects. 

Many of our tutors are published 
researchers and are passionate 
about teaching world-class content 
and cutting-edge techniques. 

As we focus on getting our learners 
industry ready by connecting them 
with the right people, ākonga focus 
on how to apply what they learn to 
address some of the major issues 
facing our planet. 

PORT NELSON
Port Nelson is the maritime 
gateway for Te Tauihu – a vital 
hub for economic activity and a 
key stakeholder in our region’s 
continued growth and prosperity. 
The Port offers a comprehensive 
range of services, including marine 
operations, cargo handling, 
warehousing, logistics, slipway 
services, and an extensive property 
portfolio. Annually, the port handles 
approximately 3.3 million tonnes 
of cargo, which includes around 
120,000 twenty-foot equivalent 
containers (TEU). The cargo 
volume breakdown comprises 
approximately 67% exports and 33% 
imports. Key export commodities 
include forestry products (logs, 
sawn timber, and processed timber), 
seafood, pip fruit, and wine. Notably, 
Port Nelson plays a vital role in the 
wine industry’s supply chain, as 70% 
of New Zealand’s wine is produced 
in the Marlborough region. On the 
import side, major commodities 
include fuel, vehicles, cement,  
and methanol. 

NELSON AIRPORT
Nelson Airport welcomes more than 
900,000 travellers annually through 
its light, modern and sustainable 
terminal building. The airport is 
a strategic gateway enabling air 
travel, connectivity and freight 
transport for more than 120,000 
residents in the Nelson-Tasman 
region. We serve four airlines, 
including our national carrier  
Air New Zealand, Originair,  
Sounds Air and Golden Bay Air.  
The airlines provide direct links 
to the key cities of Auckland, 
Wellington and Christchurch,  
as well as direct provincial links 
to the North Island cities of 
Palmerston North, Kapiti Coast and 
short hops to “local” destinations 
Tākaka and Karamea in the upper 
South Island. Nelson Airport’s vision 
is “to be a world-class airport where 
zero emissions aircraft operate” 
and is an active participant in the 
aviation sector’s work towards  
a zero-emissions future.
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PORT NELSON’S INFRASTRUCTURE 
PROPERTY MASTERPLAN
Port Nelson is embarking on a 
transformative journey through its 
Infrastructure/Property Masterplan, 
an ambitious blueprint that 
envisions the port’s infrastructure, 
asset, and property requirements 
up to 2050. This phased 
development program will not only 
bolster the port’s capacity to meet 
the evolving import and export 
needs of Te Tauihu but also create 
a thriving ecosystem of businesses 
that rely on proximity to the port.

MARINA MASTERPLAN
The Marina Masterplan is set 
to create an unbreakable bond 
between the city and the marina 
precinct, harmonizing with Nelson’s 
visionary urban development 
plans. It aligns with Te Ara o 
Whakatu - Nelson City Centre 
Spatial Plan, Council’s City to Sea 
Linkage, and the Nelson Future 
Access Project. With the need to 
address environmental and climate 
change challenges at its core, this 
masterplan is poised to foster 
eco-friendly practices in both the 
construction and daily operations 
of the Marina.

ENVIRONMENTAL INVESTMENT
Te Tauihu is a haven of environmental 
diversity, sheltering unique natural 
communities and rare species that 
face threats elsewhere in New 
Zealand. Our region has emerged as 
a force to be reckoned with in terms  
of investment and innovation  
in conservation and biodiversity 
restoration. Visionary leaders  
are helping unlocking philanthropic 
investments in conservation, 
underpinned by a deeply collaborative 
ecosystem driven by the Kotahitanga 
mo te Taiao Alliance.

URBAN REGENERATION
Urban settlements are undergoing 
a revitalisation, driven by a desire 
to enhance liveability, vibrancy, and 
resilience in the face of congestion, 
climate change, and evolving retail 
trends. The Nelson City Council’s 
investments in projects like the 
Bridge Street development, an 
active transport corridor and linear 
park, are set to infuse the city 
centre with lush green spaces.

NELSON AIRPORT’S VISION
The Nelson Airport 2050 
Masterplan is a guide to 
optimizing airport land use while 
ensuring flexibility, efficiency, and 
safety. It reflects the community’s 
aspirations for Nelson Tasman 
to remain well-connected and 
future-ready.

Charting an  
exciting future
Nelson Tasman stands on the threshold of a bold, strategic 
transformation, marked by substantial investments in 
infrastructure that will pave the way for our future growth.
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Our connected commercial ecosystem  
provides support for businesses in the region.  
This includes linking to national agencies, 
such as New Zealand Trade and Enterprise,  
which have a regional presence. 

Nelson Tasman business  
support and collaboration
NELSON REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
Nelson Regional Development 
Agency’s mission is to unlock  
the economic potential of Nelson 
Tasman to enable our people  
and places to thrive. 

We do this by leading inclusive 
and regenerative economic 
development, supporting our 
businesses and people to grow,  
and shaping and amplifying our 
profile to attract people, business, 
and investment to the region. 

Whether you’re looking to invest, 
move, or start a business in Nelson 
Tasman, we have the data and case 
studies you need to make informed 
decisions. The team at the Nelson 
Regional Development Agency are 
here to support you through your 
relocation or investment decision. 
Whether you want more info, or 
are ready to take the plunge, we 
can connect you with business 
experts and key services, provide 
information to aid in your decision-
making, and organise familiarisation 
visits. If you need to know how 
various sectors are faring to make 
business decisions based on facts 
and concrete data we can provide 
that too.

NRDA is home to the Regional 
Business Partner Network for 
Te Tauihu. This business support 
service provides information, 
advice, funding and connections 
to support local businesses 
in their start-up, growth and 
innovation journey. We can support 
businesses who have ambitions 
to improvement management 
capability, investment into R&D 
and/or wider innovation activities, 
including the blue economy. 

MAHITAHI COLAB 
A partnership between Nelson 
Regional Development Agency, 
Nelson Tasman Chamber of 
Commerce and NMIT Te Pūkenga, 
the Mahitahi Colab is a physical 
collaboration hub based on 
NMIT’s Nelson campus designed 
to support and inspire clever 
businesses, innovation and talent  
in Nelson Tasman. 

NELSON TASMAN CHAMBER  
OF COMMERCE
NTCC is the independent voice  
of business that offers a complete 
toolkit of business development, 
networking and training to unlock 
business vitality. 

MOANANUI 
Moananui is New Zealand’s 
first blue economy cluster, 
headquartered in the heart of 
Nelson. We bring together bold, 
forward-thinking organisations, 
driven by a collective mission  
to elevate New Zealand into  
a global leader for blue economy 
products, services, technology, 
research, and capabilities.  
In Te Tauihu, we proudly house the 
largest and fastest growing blue 
economy in New Zealand, where 
Moananui assumes a pivotal role 
in catalysing collaborations that 
accelerate growth.
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In good company
Doing business in Nelson Tasman means  
you’ll be surrounded by good company

SEALORD 
Sealord is a leading global seafood company based in 
Nelson, New Zealand, that is dedicated to sustainable 
fishing practices and providing high-quality seafood 
to consumers across the globe. Sealord focuses on 
delivering excellence in every aspect of our operations. 

At Sealord, we believe in doing right by the 
environment and our community. We understand the 
importance of preserving our oceans and ensuring the 
longevity of marine resources. We are a diverse and 
dedicated group of people who are passionate about 
the seafood industry and always welcome more people 
that share our values. Whether you are interested in 
exploring career opportunities at Sealord or learning 
more about our delicious products, we invite you to 
join us on this exciting journey. 

MACLAB AND PHARMALINK 
MacLab and Pharmalink Extracts are partners in  
the sustainable marine natural products industry.  
They produce valuable nutraceutical marine oils used  
in the consumer products Lyprinol® and Antinol®,  
which are distributed globally. MacLab farms  
green-lipped mussels on sites located in the top of 
the South Island extending from Golden Bay to Port 
Underwood. The mussels are processed into powder 
using high pressure processing and freeze drying 
techniques. Pharmalink then extracts this powder  
to produce high value natural product oils using 
advanced CO2 extraction methods.

Both companies are committed to their local 
community, employing over 130 people and promoting 
environmental responsibility. MacLab has earned  
A+ NZ Sustainable Aquaculture certification and 
participates in environmental initiatives. Pharmalink 
specializes in CO2 extraction for health products and 
offers support for organisations entering the natural 
health product market.

Together, MacLab and Pharmalink are focused on 
driving innovation and collaborating with partners 
to advance the blue economy, leveraging their skills, 
resources, and technology for growth. 
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NEWFISH
Founded in 2020, New Zealand-based startup  
NewFish® utilizes microalgae technology to create 
highly nutritious, non GMO, protein-packed nutrition 
and specialised food ingredients. Microalgae require  
a fraction of the water, land, and time as other protein 
sources and emit a fraction of greenhouse gases. 
NewFish’s products have a complete amino acid profile, 
offering protein and nutritional ingredient solutions 
for sports and active lifestyles. This way, the solution 
enables the sustainable use of ocean and water 
resources for economic growth while maintaining  
a circular ecosystem.

NewFish® is proud of its partnership with New Zealand’s 
Cawthron Institute and Moananui in Nelson, as well 
as receiving support from the Ministry for Primary 
Industries’ Sustainable Food & Fibre Futures fund, as 
the parties search for native microalgae strains and 
optimise their growth conditions fit for human nutrition.

OCEANLAW 
All those involved in the aquaculture and fishing 
industries know the complexity of the issues and 
problems that must be faced to run a successful 
operation. Perfectly positioned to meet the needs 
of today’s blue economy, Oceanlaw New Zealand is 
a specialist legal service, ready to provide effective 
solutions to legal issues faced by those in the fishing, 
aquaculture industries and maritime right around the 
country. Oceanlaw’s expert approach is driven by the 
vast experience of the team members. 

Everyone knows that an ounce of prevention is the best 
approach and Oceanlaw can help with that, but even 
if that ship has sailed and a serious problem looms on 
the horizon, Oceanlaw’s experienced crisis management 
and litigation team are there to support you. Whatever 
your legal needs in connection with the blue economy, 
Oceanlaw can help.

AQNZ
Aquaculture New Zealand serves as the organisation 
representing the New Zealand aquaculture industry, 
based in Nelson. We take great pride in promoting 
the interests of our marine farmers and advocating 
for their welfare. New Zealand’s aquaculture industry 
is renowned worldwide for its exceptional seafood 
offerings, which are exported to over 80 countries 
worldwide. With an impressive yearly revenue of over 
$650 million, our industry plays a key role in boosting 
the national economy. 

The Top of the South is an important growing area  
for our industry, generating employment opportunities 
throughout the region. Our commitment to 
sustainability is unwavering, as we produce some  
of the most environmentally friendly and top-quality 
aquaculture products globally. These include the 
esteemed Greenshell™ mussels, King salmon, and 
Pacific oysters. Our dedication to excellence ensures 
that consumers can enjoy our products with confidence, 
while also contributing to the preservation of our 
pristine marine ecosystems.
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KERNOHAN ENGINEERING
Kernohan Engineering takes pride in its five-decade-long 
commitment to supporting Nelson’s business community. 
We have cultivated enduring partnerships with local 
enterprises, focusing on the design, construction, 
maintenance, and engineering upkeep of essential 
industrial machinery and equipment. At the core of  
our mission is the resolve to address vital challenges  
and deliver effective problem-solving solutions.

Kernohan Engineering offers a comprehensive  
range of engineering services, including:

1.	 �Customized Design: Our specialty is  
crafting tailored solutions to meet your  
unique business needs.

2.	�Cutting-Edge Technology: We leverage  
state-of-the-art 3D scanning, modeling,  
and printing for precision and innovation.

3.	 �Prototyping Expertise: We excel in transforming 
abstract concepts into tangible prototypes.

4.	�Precision Machining: Our CNC milling and  
profile cutting services ensure precision for  
intricate components.

5.	 �Craftsmanship: Kernohan’s fitting and  
turning services showcase our dedication  
to precision engineering.

6.	�Specialised Welding: We are proficient in 
specialised pipe welding for diverse applications.

7.	 �Metal Fabrication: We construct robust metal 
structures to your specifications.

8.	�Manufacturing Scaling: Assisting in the seamless 
expansion of your production capabilities.

9.	 �Engineering Maintenance: Comprehensive 
maintenance services to ensure the longevity and 
optimal performance of your critical equipment.

As a founding partner of Moananui, Kernohan 
Engineering actively participates in community 
development, contributing to the region’s economic 
vitality. Our enduring partnership with the Chamber 
of Commerce underscores our role in shaping and 
fortifying the area’s development. Additionally, Kernohan 
continues to play a pivotal part in the Engineering 
Trades Apprentice Program, nurturing the next 
generation of skilled professionals.

Safety is paramount in our operations, ingrained in 
our corporate culture. We take pride in our ISO 9001 
certification, reflecting our commitment to delivering 
consistently high-quality standards. Kernohan 
Engineering also holds certification as a climate-positive 
enterprise, signifying our dedication to environmentally 
responsible business practices.

One of Kernohan Engineering’s unique strengths lies in 
our ability to bridge scientific innovation with practical 
engineering solutions. This positioning allows us to work 
seamlessly with emerging start-up ventures within the 
blue economy sector, transforming visionary ideas into 
tangible realities.

In conclusion, Kernohan Engineering embodies 
professionalism and community engagement, grounded 
in our unwavering commitment to safety, quality 
and sustainability. Our diverse service portfolio and 
dedication to innovation position us as the preferred 
partner for businesses within our region.

In good company
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TRINDER
If your business is the blue economy and you are looking 
for engineering support to create design solutions in 
the form of machinery, products or structures – then 
Trinder Engineering are your ideal professional partner.

With over 60 years of experience and commensurate 
knowledge in developing solutions for the primary 
sector, Trinders has unfettered access to wide ranging 
technologists, engineers, certifiers, researchers and 
funders. Friendly professional staff will work with your 
organisation to create an effective and efficient team, 
generating optimal design solutions to meet your 
specific commercial and financial needs.

Achieve your business goals with support from Trinders, 
a Nelson based family operated company, dedicated 
to research, design and manufacturing – developing 
and/or commercialising bespoke mechanical and 
mechatronic solutions for you.

BECA
New Zealand’s blue economy is fast growing and 
dynamic. With investment and support from industry, 
Iwi, and government, there is a focus on expanding 
export potential to bring New Zealand products and 
services to the global stage. 

Building a partnership with a professional services and 
engineering firm that understands your business can  
be a key success factor in achieving your goals. With a 
long-established footprint in blue economy industries 
across the Asia Pacific, Beca helps businesses achieve 
success at all stages of your operations. 

We offer an integrated service that spans your project 
from research and development and raw material to 
packaged product, encompassing feasibility studies, 
planning, design, and operation. We have specialists  
in processing, packaging, refrigeration, energy systems, 
automation, environmental management, civil and 
structural and project management.

We’ re partnering with industry, to identify sustainability 
opportunities, translate frameworks and targets  
into design requirements and provide analysis to  
de-risk innovative solutions whilst considering careful 
management of resources. 

And as we move towards a lower carbon future,  
Beca’s Decarbonisation Planning specialists can  
develop a practical roadmap to help your business 
decarbonise its operations – leading to a lower carbon, 
more resilient future. 
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Together we are unlocking  
the economic potential of  
Nelson Tasman’s blue economy.

moananui.org.nz | kiaora@moananui.org.nz  | 329 Trafalgar Square, Nelson

nelsontasman.nz | info@nelsontasman.nz | 322 Hardy Street, Nelson 


